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receiving pleasure. They continually call such a service
tnmasha, show), fun, and they regard its life and sprightli-
ness a pleasing contrast to the sombre and staid services
of the Christian Church.
%fore the conclusion of my second year an eclipse
of the moon occurred, which drew to the city the greatest
assemblage of human beings I had ever seen. The
Hindus place high among their deities the sun and
moon, and render to them daily worship. Between
the gods and the demons there is perpetual war, and
victory inclines at one time to one side, at another time
to another. In Hindu mythological annals many in-
stances are recorded of the gods having been reduced
to the utmost extremity. We are told that eclipses are
caused by the demons endeavouring to swallow the sun
and moon; and religious services on these occasions have
a double benefit—the worshipper secures a high degree
of merit, of which he will reap the reward one day; and
the demons are driven off from their prey by the drum-
ming, the shouts, and the merit of the assembled people,
to the great relief of the endangered gods. The most
extravagant promises are held out to those who bathe
in the Ganges, at any time in any part of it; but bathing
on the occasion of an eclipse, and especially in so sacred
a place as Benares, is meritorious in a degree which, is
incalculable. The Pundits, the religious leaders of the:
people, have, it appears, access to the council of the
demons, for the exact time of the coming attack is known
by them so long before hand that the people far and
near are prepared for its approach. In fact, if it did not
come on, if the demons withdrew from their intention,
there would be great disappointment. Brahman mission-
aries go great distances to inform the people the eclipse
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